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IT IS WITH A SENSE or DEEP INADEQUACY THAT I STAND 

WITH YOU TODAY TO PAY FINAL TRIBUTE TO - OR. MARTIN LUTHER KINQ--

WHAT MORE CAN BE ADDED TO THE NUMEROUS STATEMENTS WHICH HAVE 

ALREADY BEEN MADE ABOUT THIS APOSTLE or PEACE, or LOVE AND 

JUSTICE WHO GAVE UP HIS LIFE, AND IN SO DOING, HAS CAUSED 

ALL or us TO RE-EXAMINE OUR OWN LIVES AND THE RELATIONSHIPS 

WHICH WE HAVE TO OUR FELLOW MAN--BLACK ~ WHITE AND ASIANj THE 

IMMIGRANT AND NATIVE-BORN CANADIAN j THE POOR AND THE RICH. 

HIS DEATH IS A DIRECT ANO SERIOUS CHALLENGE TO ALL 

CANADIANS WHO ARE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN SECURING HUMAN RIGHTS 

FOR THE MANY MEMBERS OF OUR MULTI-ETHNIC, MULTI-RACIAL AND 

MULTI-LINGUAL NATION. 

THOSE OF US ACROSS THIS LANO WHO ARE ENTRUSTED WITH 

ADMINISTERING FEDERAL ANO PROVINCIAL HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 

WILL FOREVER BE HAUNTED BY THE MEMORY or MARTIN LUTHER KING, 

IF WE COMPROMISE IN CANADA--IN THE HUMAN RIGHTS STRUGGLE--

ANO IF WE FAIL TO SEE THE OVERWHELMING SIGNIFICANCE or HIS 

LIFE FOR CANADIAN (NOIANS, BLACK MEN AND ASIANS WHO STILL 
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surrER DISCRIMINATION AND WHO HAVE NOT YET BEEN ACCORDED 

THE YULL BENErlTS or OUR SOCIETY. 

FOR THE YUTURE, LET US REMEMBER THAT DR. KING, A 

DISTINGUISHED ORATOR AND PHILOSOPHER, WAS PRINCIPALLY A MAN 

or ACTION. FAR TOO MANY~, us ENJOY AND ENQAGE IN THE 

RHETORIC or HUMAN RIGHTS--THE DIALOGUES, THE SPEECHES, THE 

RITUALS--SHYING AWAY rROM DIRECTLY PROTESTING SOCIAL 

INJU.STICES. Bur OR. KING'S rlNEST HOURS WERE SPENT IN ACTIVE 

NON-VIOLENT PROTEST: IN MONTGOMERY, IN SELMA, IN BIRMINGHAM, 

AND YES, IN MEMPHIS, TRAGIC AS IT WAS. 

IN THIS CHAOTIC PERIOD or THE NEW BLACK RACISM WITH ITS 

CRY TO BURN, TO HATE, TO SEPARATE : WE SHOULD RECALL OR. KING'S 

WARNING THAT RACIAL YIRES--BLACK OR WHITE--ULTIMATELY CONSUME 

AND DESTROY THE · T0RCH SETTER. 

OR. KtNQ 1S LIYE WAS INYLUENCE0 BY THE WRITINGS AND WORK 

or PAUL TILLICH--THE RENOWNED THEOLOQIAN--AND HE RETURNED, 

OVER AND OVER AGAI H, TO THE GUIDING PHILOSOPHICAL PRINCIPLES 

or SPIRITUAL LOVE--AGAPE--roR ONE'S YELLOW MAN AS AN ANSWER 
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TO MORAL RELATIVISM, TO SHIFTING SOCIAL VALUES, TO CHANGING 

ETHICS IN TOOAY 1 S WORLD. THIS PROPHETIC SPIRIT, THIS MODERN 

PRINCE Or PEACE WAS GUIDED THROUGHOUT HIS SHORT LIFE BY THESE 

WORDS FROM TILLICH: "LOVE ALONE CAN TRANSFORM ITSELF ACCORDING 

TO THE CONCRETE DEMANDS OF EVERY INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIAL SITUATION 

WITHOUT LOSING ITS ETERNITY AND DIGNITY AND UNCONDITIONAL VALIDITY. 

LOVE CAN ADAPT ITSELF TO EVERY PHASE OF A CHANGING WORLD." 

MARTIN LUTHER KING 1 S DEATH WILL SERVE TO REMIND US THAT 

IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OUR FELLOW MEN WE MUST ALWAYS BE 

MOTIVATED BY THE HIGHEST IDEALS, THE FINEST HUMANITARIAN 

PRINCIPLES AND AN UNDERLYING LOVE FOR ALL MANKIND. 
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